
 

Be of Good Cheer 
ACTS 22:30-23:35 

8/8/2021 

PREPARE Pray for the Holy Spirit’s guidance as you read and study God’s word. 
Read the verses slowly in your favorite translation. Record your insights and answers to the following 

questions.  

• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 22:30-23:35. Read 21:15-22:29 or listen 

to “Every Path for the Gospel” in the message archive. 

• Read Acts 21:26-22:22 and recall other incidents in places such as Damascus (9:22-29), Antioch (13:50-51), 
Iconium (14:5), Lystra (14:19-20), Thessalonica (17:5-8), Corinth (18:5-12), and Greece (20:3). Why were the 

Jewish people enraged by the spread of the gospel?  

• Why did Ananias give the order for Paul to be struck on the mouth (v. 2)? What do we learn about the high 

priest and about Paul from their respective responses? How are John 18:22, Leviticus 19:15, Matthew 23:27, 

and Exodus 22:28 connected to this passage?  

• In v. 6 Paul brought up a doctrinal issue that resulted in a vehement argument between the Sadducees and 

Pharisees. Since Paul was a former Pharisee who knew the doctrine of both parties, do you think he caused this 

ruckus on purpose? Explain your answer.  

• Even though we don’t have anti-Christian riots in the US, what are some ways you see societal rage against the 

truth of the gospel? How do you personally respond? How should we respond as a church?  

• How did Jesus use “Be of good cheer” during His earthly ministry (Matthew 9:2, 22; 14:27; John 16:33)? What 

were those people facing? How do you think they were affected by Jesus’ words?  

• In what way was Jesus’ message in v. 11 an encouragement to Paul? How did Jesus commend Paul in spite of 
what seemed like the failure of his ministry in Jerusalem? How did Jesus’ message give Paul confidence in his 

future ministry plans?  

• Pastor and author Tony Merida has four applications for v. 11: The Lord knows us, the Lord is with us, the Lord is 
for us, the Lord isn’t finished with us. How was this true for Paul throughout his ministry? How is this true for you? 

How will this increase your love for and commitment to Jesus? 

• What was Claudius’s main goal (vv. 23-33)? How did God use that goal to keep His promise to Paul (9:15-16) 

and get him one step closer to Rome? Do you think Paul was aware of God’s orchestration, or do you think he 

was too caught up in the chaos to understand what was really taking place?  

• What does vv. 12-35 teach us about our limited perspective and God’s providence? What happens to your faith 
when you see God acting on your behalf? Give some specific examples of how this happened/is happening in 

your life?   

GO DEEPER Pray for the Holy Spirit to take you deeper into the lesson. 

Read and meditate on Matthew 16:18 and John 15:18-20. How do you see Jesus’ words come to fruition since the 

birth of the church? How does this affect you? Are you more inclined to do the “hard things” for the sake of the 

gospel? If so, what’s your next step? If not, why not? 
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